General Safeguarding and Welfare Requirement: Outdoor play
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15 Outdoor Play Policy

Policy statement

St Michael’s Pre-School makes provision for young children to be active and interactive, and to improve their skills of co-ordination, control, manipulation and movement. Staff will support their development by helping children to use all their senses to learn about the world in which they live, and to make connections between new information and what they already know.

The children will be supported in developing and understanding of importance of physical activity and making healthy choices about their bodies. This enables children to grow in confidence and be able to manage risks in their play.

Staff will provide time to support children’s understanding of how the effects of exercise affects their bodies and what they do in response to it.

Procedures

· St Michael’s Pre-School will ensure health and safety risk assessments are undertaken at the beginning of every session and throughout the day.

Supervision

· At all times children will be supervised by the legal ratio requirement of staff to children

· Staff will make health and safety a priority and remain vigilant to potential risks and hazards

· Continuous provision will be used for outdoor play to ensure the safety and learning potential for the children is met. Practitioners are trained to “Plan in the Moment” following individual’s needs, interests, abilities, skilfully enhancing and extending children’s knowledge, understanding and capabilities. 
· Staff will interact with children during outside play to help them develop in all areas of the EYFS. 
Security

· The designated member of staff will check the gates before the children go out to play and ensure the gate is secured closed. 

· The designated member of staff will ensure risk assessments are carried out prior to the children accessing the outdoor area and at regular intervals throughout the day.

· Staff will make a judgement on the weather, with regards to the suitability of climbing activities

· The settings named Health and Safety Officer will under-take regular risk assessments in order to ascertain suitability of the environment and equipment. 
· Head count to be done when children return in from outdoor play to ensure all children are safe and accounted for

Climbing Frame / Obstacle Course / Play House / Slide

· Children are not allowed to use the equipment without staff supervision
· Children must wear appropriate footwear that provides good traction between feet and equipment. If staff feel a child’s footwear is unsuitable they will use their own discretion to restrict the child from using the equipment
· Climbing frame not to be used in inclement weather
· Children to use the slide feet-first
· Bottom of the slide to be clear before child slides down
· Children to go up the stairs and down the slide
· Slide to be checked and wiped each day
· Turn-taking on all equipment to be established
· Children will be discouraged from sitting on the walls of the wooden house or climbing over them. 
· Children will not dig in the perimeter of the hard area
Appropriate Clothing

· Coats/Jackets to be fastened to avoid clothing catching on equipment, in bike wheels etc

· Scarves to be worn inside coats and staff to remain vigilant

· Hats/scarves/gloves/boots or wellies to be worn with their coats in cold weather

· Sun hats/caps to be worn in hot weather

· Sun cream will be applied as necessary by parents or staff, with prior permission. 
· Separate outdoor and indoor footwear to be provided by parents/carers

· Children must not wear unsuitable dressing up costumes whilst on play equipment due to the increased risk of accidents. 

Sand Box

· Is covered when not in use and lids to be replaced at the end of the day

· Staff to discourage children from taking sand to other parts of the garden

· Children to help tidy the sand box at the end of the day

· No water to be added to the sand in the sand box unless under adult supervision

· Children will be encouraged to share toys in the sand box

· Children will be asked to come out of the sand box if weather becomes inappropriate

· Sand will be replaced as required and checked daily.
Water Play
· Water aprons to be worn 

· Water emptied out at the end of each day and tray cleaned
· Staff to remain vigilant to the dangers of water play

New Equipment

· New equipment to be installed professionally if required

· New equipment to be included in any future risk assessments

· New equipment to be added to the insurance policy and equipment inventory

Legal framework

· Reporting of injuries, disease and dangerous occurrences regulations (RIDDOR 1995)

· Management of health and safety at work regulations 1999.
Further guidance
· Get a life HCE -2006

· Risk assessment guidance appendix 3 devon.gov.UK
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