General Safeguarding and Welfare Requirement: Equal opportunities

Providers must have and implement a policy, and procedures, to promote equality of opportunity for children in their care, including support for children with special educational needs or disabilities.
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Policy statement
We provide an environment in which all children are supported to reach their full potential. We foster a child centred approach which ensures that decisions about the child and their family are always based on their best interests. 
· We have regard for the DfE SEND Code of Practice (2015) and the principles which underpins it. 
· We also have regard to the Children and Families Act 2014 and the United Nations Convention for the Rights of Children. 
· We recognise that early intervention is imperative to a child’s progress.

· We signpost parents to the relevant services available to access further support and provide appropriate informative literature or find an alternative method of communication. 
· We deliver high quality provision as well as an inclusive environment to all children with special educational needs in order to remove any barriers to learning. 
· We ensure that parents/carers have the appropriate information to make informed choices and decisions.

· We support parents and children with special educational needs (SEN) in order to facilitate the development of the child; enabling them to achieve to their full potential. 
· We identify the specific needs of children with special educational needs and meet those needs through a range of SEN strategies.

· We support all children to be as independent as possible in line with their individual needs and development. 

· We work in partnership with parents and other agencies in meeting individual children's needs; respecting that parents know their children best. 
· We access support from outside agencies to provide the necessary specialist equipment that may be required. 
· We empower parents and their children to take part in and contribute to positive conversations and decision making.

· We respect parents and children’s right to have a voice. 

· We embrace and respect that every child treads their own path regardless of their additional need. 

· We monitor and review our policy, practice and provision and, if necessary, make adjustments. 

· During pandemics the setting may be open for vulnerable children who have identified SEN and have been provided with an EHCP as long as we are able to fully meet their needs and parents wish their child to attend. We will regularly correspond with parents to ensure they are meeting the child’s and their own needs within the home environment. 
Procedures

· We designate a member of staff to be the Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO) and give his/her name to parents. Our SENCO is:

                                                              Jennifer Childs

· We ensure that the provision for children with special educational needs is the responsibility of all members of the setting. Key persons are required to take ownership of the provision and communication they provide to our children and their families. 
· Management has high expectations of practitioners to ensure that children and their families benefit from the highest quality provision.  
· Key persons use observation and assessment, which are reflected on individual’s children’s 2-Year Progress Checks and subsequent Learning and Development summaries (written or verbally shared with parents), which enables them to identify possible developmental delays, which may require intervention. Management closely monitors the progress of individual children and therefore it is imperative that key persons record quality observations which will convey the child’s true potential. 
· The statutory framework is rigidly followed; however, we will seek the most appropriate progress tracker and curriculum which will reflect the child’s development.  

· Additional observational tools are introduced to enable practitioners to make clear, accurate assessments of individual children’s stage of development eg; Teddy Bear Kit, sound wheel, ECAT monitoring, Occupational Therapy kit.

· Key persons discuss any concerns with the setting’s SENCO and/or manager.

· Key persons are provided with the support to enable them to address concerns with parents.

· Assistance from outside agencies will be sought only when parental permission has been obtained.

· We ensure that our inclusive admissions policy incorporates equality of access and opportunity. We do not refuse children with additional needs; however, we may discuss the settings suitability with parents/carers if we feel that we cannot meet a child’s needs and/or our setting is not the most appropriate setting for the child and their family. 
· We use the graduated response approach (identify, intervene, assess, plan) for identifying, assessing and responding to children's special educational needs. 

· We work closely with parents of children with special educational needs to create and maintain a positive partnership.

· We ensure that parents are informed at all stages of the assessment, planning, provision and review of their children's education. SEN supports are not concluded prior to seeking parent’s thoughts and sharing a child’s progress with them. Parents are always asked to meet with practitioners in the setting, when possible, to discuss new targets. Parents are always provided with a copy of the SEN support which is downloaded onto Tapestry for their perusal.  
· We provide parents with information on sources of independent advice and support.

· We liaise with other professionals involved with children with special educational needs and their families, including transfer arrangements to other settings and schools if required.
· We provide a broad, balanced and differentiated curriculum for all children with special educational needs. We endeavour to provide all activities in a way that all our children can gain purposeful access. 
· We use a system of assess, plan, do, review in order to closely monitor children requiring SEN support.

· We ensure that children and their families with special educational needs are appropriately involved at all stages of the graduated approach, taking into account their levels of ability. 

· We have staff procedures in place for supporting children and their families during the SEN Support process to ensure the relevant support is received.
· We have systems in place for working with other agencies through the Early Help Assessment or Common Assessment Framework (CAF) (dependent on the council district the child resides in) at each stage, SEN support documents and Education Health and Care Plan. 
· We promote positive outcomes across the curriculum; especially personal social and emotional development, to ensure that implemented strategies are based on the best possible evidence and have the required impact on progress. 

· We will make reasonable adjustments to our practice and provision to ensure our children can access a broad and inclusive curriculum. 

· All children, regardless of their abilities, are supported in decision making and choosing a form of play which complements their individual interests and schemas. 

· We will access all funding available to deliver the best provision we can for each individual child both at home and in the setting. 

· As well as supporting the child we endeavour to support the close and extended family when needed.  

· Funding may be used to purchase resources, access training, support attendance and/or provide additional support for an individual child. 

· Practitioners will carry out home visits at a frequency that is required to support the child and family if needed. 

· Parents are referred to support networks e.g; speech and language therapy. Key persons will attend such sessions with parents to ensure consistent information and strategies are implemented at home and in the setting. 

· We use a secure online journal for keeping records of the assessment, planning, provision and review for children with special educational needs which are reviewed on an individual basis.
· We provide resources (human and financial) to implement our Special Educational Needs Policy.

· We provide in-service training for parents, practitioners and volunteers.

· We raise awareness of any specialism the setting has to offer, e.g. Makaton trained staff.

· We signpost parents/carers to relevant services which specialise in special educational needs. 

· High quality teaching is differentiated to meet the needs of the individual child. 

· We ensure the effectiveness of our special educational needs provision by collecting information from a range of sources e.g. SEN Support reviews, staff and management meetings, parental and external agency's views, inspections and complaints. This information is collated, evaluated and reviewed annually. 

· We provide resources (human and financial) to implement our Special Educational Needs policy and respect parents’ opinions on the use of such resources.

· We provide a complaints procedure.

· We monitor and review our policy annually. 
Special Educational Needs and Disability is defined within the SEND Code of Practice: 0 -25 years (2015), in accordance with the Children and Families Act (2014), as a child or young person who has a learning difficulty or disability which requires special educational provision. Broken down further this includes;

· A significant learning delay compared to the majority of their peers.

· A disability preventing the use of facilities which are provided for others in main stream or post 16 education.

· A child from 24 months who require additional intervention and provision which differs from their peers of the same chronological age.

· Children who are under compulsory school age (60 months), are considered to have special educational needs or disability (SEND) when they are significantly below expected development for their chronological age which requires special educational needs support (SEN support) to access provision, resources, the environment and facilities provided. 

The code clearly states that a child with English as a different language (EAL) is not to be defined as a child with a special educational need unless they are developmentally behind their peers; including in their native language. 

According to the Equality Act (DfE; 2010); “….a physical or mental impairment which has a long term and substantial adverse effect on their ability to carry out normal day to day activities.”

Long term is defined as; for a year or more.

Substantial is defined as; more than minor or trivial which includes sensory impairment and long-term conditions which affects health; diabetes, chronic fatigue syndrome…

According to the Early Years Foundation Stage, statutory requirements (DfE; 2021); it is a statutory requirement to discuss developmental concerns with a child’s parents/carers, agreeing on the support required whilst considering the need for specialist intervention. Practitioners are expected to work with parents to ensure the correct, consistent support is in place and be able to signpost them to the relevant services available. 

Possible developmental delays guide for practitioners:-
St Michael’s Pre-school expects practitioners to follow these procedures in the event of concerns regarding possible developmental delay; 

· Assess observations, which focus on the area of concern.
· Consider tools which can be used to further assess areas of concern:- e.g.
· T B K 
· Speech wheel
· ECAT
· Videos
· EYFS Development matters
· Characteristics of learning
· Behaviours and characteristics observations
· Progress tracker 
· Long observations
· Room tracker observation
· Social interactions
· Evaluate outcomes – discuss with management/SENCO
· Discuss with parents with support if required. 
· Direct parents to any relevant support networks available to them. Use the Local Offer to determine networks currently available to parents e.g; Speech and Language drop in
· Complete the appropriate referral and consent forms
· Management and SENCO to check form.
· Parental permission gained.
· Submit referral form.
· Agree mutually convenient time for Early childhood specialist – inclusion or SALT to visit setting to observe the child. 
Further guidance

· Issues in Earlier Intervention: Identifying and Supporting Children with Additional Needs (DCSF 2010)

· Early Years Foundation Stage and the Disability Discrimination Act (DCSF 2010)

· The Team Around the Child (TAC) and the Lead Professional: A Guide for Managers (CWDC 2009)

· The Common Assessment Framework for Children and Young People: A Guide for Managers (CWDC 2010)

· Equality Act 2010

· SEND Code of Practice (DfE 2015)

· Children and Families Act 2014
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