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            British Values

Promoting British Values at St Michael’s Pre-school.

The DfE require all educational settings “to create and enforce a clear and rigorous expectation on all schools to promote the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.”

The government set out its definition of British values in the 2011 Prevent Strategy. At St Michael’s Pre-school these values are reinforced regularly and in the following ways:

Democracy:
At St Michael's Pre-School, democracy can be embedded into everyday activities, routines and interactions, helping children develop confidence, independence, respect and a sense of belonging.
How we promote democracy in our Pre-School
1. Children's voices are heard and valued. We encourage children to express their thoughts, feelings, ideas and preferences. Practitioners listen carefully and respond positively, ensuring children feel respected.
2. Children are encouraged to make choices. Children can choose which activities they participate in, what resources they use and where they would like to play. This supports independence and decision-making.
3. Children are involved in decisions. We encourage children to contribute ideas about activities, topics, stories and resources. For example, children may vote for their favourite story or decide what they would like to explore next.
4. We encourage turn-taking and sharing. Through play and everyday experiences, children learn to take turns, share resources, negotiate and understand that other children have different opinions.
5. We respect everyone's views. Children are supported to understand that everyone has a right to be heard, even when their opinions differ. Practitioners model kindness, fairness and respect.
6. We support children with SEND. We ensure all children can participate in decision-making, including those who are non-verbal or have communication difficulties. We use Makaton, visual choices, objects of reference, gestures and observations of children's responses to ensure their voices are heard.
7. We encourage children to solve problems together. Practitioners support children to discuss disagreements, listen to others and find solutions that are fair and respectful.



Liberty 
At St Michael's Pre-School, we promote Individual Liberty by providing a safe, nurturing and inclusive environment where children are encouraged to explore, make decisions, take appropriate risks and develop confidence in their own abilities.
How we promote Individual Liberty in our Pre-School
1. Encouraging children to make choices. Children are given opportunities to choose their activities, resources and areas of play based on their interests and preferences.
2. Developing independence. We encourage children to do things for themselves, such as putting on their coats, washing their hands, serving their own snacks and managing their personal belongings.
3. Supporting children's interests. Through our Planning in the Moment approach, practitioners follow children's interests and ideas, allowing them to take ownership of their learning.
4. Encouraging self-expression. Children are supported to express their feelings, opinions, preferences and ideas through speech, gestures, creative activities, play and alternative communication methods.
5. Promoting confidence and self-esteem. We celebrate children's individual achievements and encourage them to try new experiences, solve problems and develop a positive sense of themselves.
6. Supporting safe risk-taking. Children are encouraged to explore their environment, challenge themselves and take age-appropriate risks while being supported to understand how to keep themselves safe.
7. Respecting individuality. We recognise that every child is unique and has their own personality, abilities, interests, culture and family background. We encourage children to feel proud of who they are.
8. Supporting children with SEND. We ensure children with additional needs have meaningful opportunities to make choices and express their preferences. Practitioners use Makaton, visual aids, objects of reference, gestures and observations to support communication and independence.
9. Respecting children's personal boundaries. Children are encouraged to understand that they have a right to express their feelings, say no to unwanted physical contact and have their personal space respected.

Rule of law 
At St Michael's Pre-School, we promote the Rule of Law through consistent routines, clear boundaries, positive role modelling and supporting children to understand the consequences of their actions.
How we promote the Rule of Law in our Pre-School
1. Clear rules and boundaries. We establish simple, age-appropriate boundaries that help children understand what is expected of them. For example, walking indoors, using kind hands and feet, and taking care of our resources.
2. Consistent routines. We provide predictable daily routines that help children feel safe, secure and understand what happens throughout the day.
3. Understanding right and wrong. Practitioners support children to recognise how their actions can affect others and help them develop empathy and consideration.
4. Positive behaviour support. We use praise, encouragement, positive reinforcement and role modelling to help children develop appropriate behaviours rather than relying on punishment.
5. Understanding consequences. Children are supported to understand natural and logical consequences. For example, if toys are thrown, someone could get hurt, so we explain how to use them safely.
6. Fairness and respect. We help children understand that boundaries are there to protect everyone and that all children deserve to be treated fairly.
7. Supporting children with SEND. We recognise that some children may need additional support to understand boundaries and expectations. We use Makaton, visual prompts, objects of reference, simple language and consistent approaches to support their understanding.
8. Encouraging responsibility. Children are encouraged to take responsibility for their environment by helping to tidy away toys, looking after equipment and respecting others.

Mutual Respect and Tolerance
At St Michael's Pre-School, evidence of Mutual Respect and Tolerance can be demonstrated through everyday interactions, learning experiences and our inclusive environment.
	Evidence
	What it demonstrates

	Books reflecting different cultures, beliefs and families
	Positive representation and respect for diversity

	Children learning about religious and cultural celebrations
	Awareness and understanding of different traditions

	Inclusive resources and displays
	Equality, representation and belonging

	Makaton and alternative communication methods
	Respect for different communication needs

	Children sharing and cooperating
	Kindness, empathy and mutual respect

	Practitioners supporting emotional understanding
	Recognition and respect for others' feelings

	Adapted activities for children with SEND
	Inclusion and equality of opportunity

	Positive relationships with parents and carers
	Respect for family backgrounds and beliefs

	Challenging stereotypes and discriminatory comments
	Promotion of equality and positive attitudes

	Tapestry observations and planning
	Evidence of children's experiences, interests and developing understanding
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